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A Denver couple’s reno-
vation of a 130-year-old 
Curtis Park home pays 
homage to the structure’s 
history—and adds a touch 
of modern flair.

By Sarah GoldBlatt
photoGraphy By emily minton redfield
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city center
With the help of 
sprocket Design-build, 
christine parisi and bob 
young transformed this  
once-condemned curtis 
park house into a flex-
ible space for living and 
playing. rusted steel 
panels cover a section 
of deteriorated brick 
and complement the 
original 130-year-old 
facade. new trellises, 
awnings, and landscap-
ing—the latter of which 
was designed by Den-
ver’s gardenscapes—
demonstrate the home’s 
ability to stand the test 
of time.

i

U r B a n   o a S i Si



76  |  5280.com  |  october 2012

Four years ago, Christine Parisi and Bob Young were living in a Curtis Park multistory 
walk-up anticipating the birth of their first child. The couple loved their inner-city location, 
but they figured the bachelor-pad layout wasn’t going to work for the long-term. Parisi,  

the co-owner of Parisi, the casual Italian restaurant on Tennyson Street, and Young, who works in real 
estate and investing, scoured the neighborhood for a place with a loftlike feel without a loftlike price. 
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(They also hoped for space to house 
guests, a garage, and a small yard.) 
For months, they couldn’t find any-
thing; then one day, they came across 
the quintessential fixer-upper at the 
corner of 28th and Champa streets. 

Friends had purchased the federally 
seized drug house at auction and had 
begun removing the disfiguring lay-
ers that obscured the original Victo-
rian details, but they hadn’t gotten 
very far. It would be an epic reclama-

industrial elegance
Left: the contemporary chef’s kitchen takes center stage in the first 
floor’s open plan with its dramatic hammered metal range hood by 
Weld-Wright Fabricators, sleek industrial-grade faucet, and open 
shelves. natural southern light illuminates the space by day, and 
retro-factory pendants from restoration hardware provide light at 
night. Below: Moorish-inspired, hand-stenciled tiles from La terre 
collection by Exquisite surfaces grace the backsplash. Bottom: the 
facade of the house before the renovation.
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tion project for Parisi and Young.
With a fair dose of optimism, creativity, 

and a spectacular display of nesting, the 
couple bought the home and embarked on 
the renovation. They hoped it wouldn’t take 
more than 10 months. “It was gnarly,” Parisi 
explains. “Our friends and family would 
cringe at the sight of it and say, ‘You guys are 
nuts.’ Even our dog was freaked out.”

The original home had more dignity; it 
began as a stately single-family residence 
in 1882. It was converted into a boarding 
house after Denver’s 1893 economic de-
pression, and Volunteers of America oper-
ated the Brandon Guest Home for homeless 
women and children there in the early 
1930s. The ensuing years brought fewer 
legitimate guests: The couple’s discovery of 
profane graffiti and parole officers’ phone 
numbers scrawled across decaying plaster 

modern liVing
Above: a quartet of 

chairs―upholstered 
in an array of velvety 

fabrics―surrounds a 
galvanized zinc table-

top. At right: travel and 
art history books fill the 
custom metal and wood 

bookshelves that rest 
against the original brick 

walls. Facing page: the 
family’s handcrafted 

dining room table, with 
corner posts made from 

reclaimed white oak 
from 1868, was influ-

enced by similar designs 
parisi had seen in 

several showrooms.
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dreamland
parisi and young 
installed a giant 
photo of capitol 
peak to inspire their 
son Zander’s love of 
the outdoors (photo 
enlargement: murals 
yourway.com). his bed 
and sleek nightstand 
are both from room & 
board. Above: the kids’ 
playroom has soft tones 
with multiple options 
for sitting, reading, or 
rolling on the graphic 
floral print rug. the 
shelves and bins, from 
the Land of nod, help 
with the cleanup. a 
cardboard moose head 
supervises playtime.

i

walls suggested the home sheltered 
something of a motley crew. As 
Young dug into the site (acting as 
his own general contractor), he un-
covered a stash of guns, beer cans, 
medicine bottles, and 1920s pornog-
raphy. There was much to hold up 
progress, including crumbling walls, 
no-show subcontractors—and a 
baby who had no intention of waiting 
for paint to dry.

To expedite the process, Parisi 
and Young hired Sprocket Design-
Build to give form to their vision. It 
was Young’s resourcefulness, how-
ever, that turned the firm’s sketches 
into reality. Sprocket architect Matt 
McHugh describes Young as the “ul-
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storage space
a cubby fit for a king…or maybe even Willy Wonka. crushed-velvet 
cushions make for a comfy spot to slip on or off outerwear for the 
day’s activities. the custom-fabricated wood cubbies, in a tasty 
shade of chocolate, have built-in storage beneath the seats perfect 
for seasonal gear. 
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timate do-it-yourselfer—not many people 
could pull off what he did.” By the time the 
couple’s son, Zander, was born in April 
2008, the design was complete but the 
house was still under construction. (The 
couple now has an 18-month-old daughter, 
Leila, as well.)

When the renovation was finally com-
plete, the house had been transformed. 
The first floor has a kitchen “command 
center” along with a powder room, pantry, 
and mudroom, the latter of which links the 
old house to a new garage and guest suite. 
Steel columns, which were slipped through 
gaping holes in the roof, reinforce the 
existing structure, and support the third-
floor penthouse and rooftop patio addition. 
The home’s second floor now houses a se-
rene master suite with a spa-style shower 

i
quiet  time

young designed this 
rolling steel plate door, 

which was built with sal-
vaged pocket door hard-

ware discovered during 
the demo. Above: the 

third floor  “chill space” is 
the perfect spot for yoga. 

At left: Zander calls the 
tub in his parents’ spa-
like master bathroom 

“the teacup.”
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ny state  
of mind

Above: parisi and 
young’s bedroom was 

inspired by the eclectic 
guest rooms at the soho 

house in new york city. 
a mirrored side table 

and pillows from Kath-
erine rally textiles play 

neatly alongside the 
ornate wood bed frame. 
a lyric from jazz singer 
nina simone’s “Feeling 

good” graces the retro-
vintage subway sign 

from Etsy. At right: 
garden designer Ellen 
barnett selected low-

water species like Foer-
ster Feather reed grass 

to help define a series 
of outdoor rooms that 

extend the family’s living 
space into the garden.

and tub, along with two smaller bedrooms, 
kids’ baths, and free-form play space. The 
once-cramped basement cavity sports an 
exercise room and dance studio.

Considering its turbulent history, the 
finished home, with its extraordinary blend 
of minimalism and richness, is surprisingly 
tranquil both inside and out. The exposed, 
time-mottled red-brick walls serve as a 
reminder of the structure’s past, while the 
modernist interventions—including the 
kitchen, lighting, soft-hued furniture, and 
industrial-inspired details—leave no confu-
sion about where the old ends and the new 
begins. The design and construction is exe-
cuted so elegantly that it’s doubtful visitors 
would even sense the home’s storied past; 
instead, it’s likely they’ll simply sidle up to 
the butcher-block island to see what magic 
Parisi is cooking up in the kitchen. m
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